[image: image1.jpg]


 

Dear Band Students & Parents

Welcome to another school year! I hope this newsletter gets you organized and ready to make the best of the days ahead.
Here in the Prairie Spirit (East) Band Program we have a team of 2 band teachers. This year, there has been some re-organization to the teaching assignments.  Ms. Monika MacKenzie is teaching in 4 schools; Aberdeen, Allan, Clavet, & Colonsay.  Her responsibilities include teaching all band classes and directing the Advanced & Senior Concert Bands as well as the Senior Jazz Band.  Mrs. Heather Wolfe will assume all teaching duties at Hanley, Dundurn & SCP. She will be directing the Junior Jazz Band & Beginner Concert Band.  As well, she continues to teach band in our “sister program” on the west side of our division at Perdue & Borden Schools.  
Please contact us directly with any questions or concerns about classroom or curricular content.  We look forward to another very successful year together!

Monika MacKenzie, Division Band Director

monika.mackenzie@spiritsd.ca
(306) 220-0496

Heather Wolfe, Division Band Director
heather.wolfe@spiritsd.ca
(306) 290-7781
Our division and schools continue to respect our “protected” day for our evening band rehearsals.  DIVISION BAND REHEARSALS at CLAVET remain on MONDAYS.  The Jazz Band program will run TUESDAY nights.  
Our BAND PARENT ASSOCIATION, is always looking for parent volunteers to help with small duties that help our program achieve our goals outside the classroom.  I encourage you to be active in your child’s education. 
Contact:
Mrs. Patti Sawchuk – President (306) 492-2053 H

Patti_Sawchuk@golder.com
Mrs. Pamela Bueckert –Past President/Treasurer 978-2492

pamelabueckert@sasktel.net 

Mrs. Giselle Camm –Family Accounts- 257-4181 

Giselle.camm@usask.ca
Rebecca Aspen – Secretary/Vice President 374-2033

kaspen@yourlink.ca
Mrs. Wendy Stevenson – Fundraising 373-2713

wstevenson@sasktel.net

Mrs. Shannette Classen – Fundraising 492-2625 

bsclassen@sasktel.net
Mrs. Colleen Beresh – Communications

 934-1570 or cberesh@yourlink.ca
1) Band Classes 
a)  Begin – Wednesday Sept. 7, 2011
(DAY 4 Hanley/Dundurn/SCP & Clavet)

* Students need only to bring a pencil & duo-tang – no instruments 1st day.

* Beginner Band students will not need an instrument until October 3rd (Squeak & Squawk).
b) Timetable – please make note of the band timetable as there have been some changes.  Both Aberdeen & Clavet are provided with BONUS instructional days throughout the year.

2) Beginner Band

Instrument Rental/Purchase – Parents please be aware that your child is requiring an instrument to learn with.  Go ahead and contact either St. John’s Music 242-6292 or Long & McQuade Music 664-1966 to arrange a rental or purchase.  If you need financial assistance with renting an instrument please contact Ms. Mackenzie directly as there are some school division owned instruments available for free!!!!

Student success is related to good equipment & home practice routines.

** PLEASE STAY AWAY FROM PURCHASING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS FROM “BIG BOX OR DISCOUNT STORES”.  THESE INSTRUMENTS ARE MADE CHEAP AND WITH POOR MECHANICAL FUNCTION.  OFTEN THESE STORES OFFER NO PROTECTION FROM MANUFACTURING FAULTS OR DAMAGE.


3) Advanced & Senior Band

a) Attendance - it is the student’s responsibility to be prepared for band days.  Prearrange what academic classes will be missed and be prepared for it.   Switching of band class times will not be an option.

b) Clavet Rehearsals – begin MONDAY September 19, 2011.  Please see the schedule as some weeks are missed.

Advanced Band 4:00-5:45pm

Senior Band 6-7:30pm
c) Bus Transportation - will also commence on September 19th.  All students traveling on the busses (one or both ways) MUST complete a bus form (DUE by September 19, 2011).  They can be downloaded from the website http://www.spiritsd.ca/band/east .

d) Equipment - students are expected to have instruments in good working order prior to arriving to class.  Be prepared with reeds, grease, oils etc.  I strongly recommend students invest in small portable tuners & metronomes for home use.  This will raise the level of musicianship within our ensembles.

4) School Year Dates 2011/12
September 7
BAND CLASSES BEGIN 
Day 4 – Hanley/Dundurn/SCP & Clavet
September 19
CLAVET DIVISION REHEARSALS BEGIN

(Mondays)

Advanced Band 4:00 – 5:45pm

Senior Band 6:00 – 7:30pm

Sept. – 19, 26

Oct. – 3 (Squeak & Squawk), 17, 31

	DAY 1
	DAY 2
	DAY 3
	DAY 4
	DAY 5
	DAY 6
	Bonus DAY
	Bonus Day

Thursdays

	Hanley

9-9:45

Adv/Sr
	Clavet

9-10:00
	Colonsay

9 – 10:00
	Hanley

9-9:45

Beg
	Aberdeen

9-10:00
	Allan

9-10:00
	Beginner

brass & percussion

9-10
	Beginner

brass & percussion

9-9:45

	Hanley

9:45-10:30

Beg
	Clavet

10-11:00
	Colonsay

10 – 11:00
	Hanley

9:45-10:30

Adv/Sr
	Aberdeen

10:00 -11:00
	Allan

10-11:00
	Beginner

woodwind

10-11
	Beginner

woodwind

9:45-10:30

	Dundurn

Advanced

11:00-11:45
	Clavet

11:15-12:00


	Colonsay

11:15-12:15
	Dundurn

Advanced

11:00-11:45
	Aberdeen

11:15 -12:00
	Allan

11:15-12:15
	Advanced

Grade 6

11:15-12:15
	Advanced

Grade 6

11-11:45



	Dundurn

Beginner

12:35-1:15
	Aberdeen

1 – 1:40
	Allan

1- 1:45
	Dundurn

Beginner

12:30-1:15
	Clavet

1-1:40
	Colonsay

1-1:45
	Advanced

Grade 7/8

1-1:40
	Advanced

Grade 7/8

12:40-1:20

	SCP

Beginner

1:45-2:30
	Aberdeen

1:40 – 2:20


	Allan

1:45-2:30


	SCP

Advanced 1:45-2:30
	Clavet

1:40-2:20


	Colonsay

1:45 – 2:30
	Senior

Grade 8/9

1:40-2:20
	Senior

1:20-2:00pm

	SCP

Advanced

2:30-3:15
	Aberdeen

2:20 – 3:00
	Allan

2:30-3:15
	SCP

Beginner

2:30-3:15
	Clavet

2:20-3:00


	Colonsay

2:30 – 3:15
	Senior

Grade 10/11/12

2:20-3:00
	


Nov. – 7, 14, 21, 28

Dec. – 5, 12 (Winter Concert)

Jan. – 9, 16,

Feb. – 6, 13, 27

Mar. 5, 12, 19

Apr. – 2, 16, 23, 30

May  14, 28 (Spring Fling Concert)

October 3rd

13th ANNUAL “SQUEAK & SQUAWK”

BEGINNER BAND CLINIC NIGHT
 @ CLAVET 7 – 9pm

*All Senior & some Clavet Advanced Band*
December 12
DIVISION WIDE WINTER CONCERT

Clavet School 7-9pm

* Beginner, Advanced, Senior & Jazz 

March 3

Division beg/adv Band Retreat

 @ Clavet School
 ** Mar 2nd (Set-up after school) **

March 21
SENIOR BAND 

REGINA OPTIMIST BAND FESTIVAL

March 22
ADVANCED BAND 

REGINA OPTIMIST BAND FESTIVAL

May 2-5
SENIOR BAND TOUR

May 14                        
 MUSIC MONDAY CELEBRATIONS

** – all band students from

Aberdeen,Allan,Clavet, Colonsay, Dundurn,
Hanley & SCP spend the day at Clavet.

May 14

FINAL CLAVET DIVISION REHEARSAL

 (this is Music Monday)

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Beginner
	Senior
	Advanced
	Senior
	Advanced 

	Advanced
	Beginner
	Senior
	Advanced 
	Beginner

	Senior
	Advanced
	Beginner
	Beginner
	Senior 


May 28

DIVISION BAND SPRING FLING CONCERT

Clavet School 7 – 9pm

* Beginner, Advanced, Senior & Jazz 

May 29

IN- DIVISION BAND TOUR

Senior Concert & Jazz Band

** All senior students from all schools travel on this day**

**Performing @ Clavet, Aberdeen & Colonsay
 (Allan will bus over to Colonsay)

May 31
IN-DIVISION BAND TOUR
Advanced Concert & Jazz Band

** All Advanced students from all schools travel on this day**

**Performing at Hanley, Dundurn, SCP

 June 4-7
GRADE 4 INSTRUMENT DEMONSTRATIONS

June 8- 18th    YEAR END TESTING

** Each student is responsible for an individual performance test **

8- Colonsay

11- Hanley (am) & Dundurn (pm)

11 - Allan

12 – Aberdeen

13 -  Clavet

14 – Clavet

14 – SCP

15 – Clavet

18 – Clavet

5) JAZZ BAND SCHEDULE (EXTRA-CURRICULAR)
	Month
	Senior

 5-7pm
	Junior 

5-7pm

	September
	 27
	

	October
	11,18, 25
	3

	November
	8, 15,22,29
	1

	January
	17, 31
	10

	February
	14, 28
	7

	March
	13, 27
	6

	April
	17, 24
	3

	May
	8, 15,
	1



** Rehearsals at Clavet School



Above shows a period rotation that will be used at Aberdeen, Allan,

Clavet, & Colonsay

Please plan in your schedule to have your child attend ALL division band rehearsals at Clavet during the following times.  There will still be bus transportation leaving after school on Mondays and returning following the Senior Band rehearsal.  Advanced Band students may be picked up at 6:00pm by parents.

1) Advanced Band  
*Mondays from 4:00 –5:45pm

2) Senior Band 
*Mondays from 6:00-7:30pm

3)       Junior Jazz Band 
*Tuesdays from 5-7:00pm

4)       Senior Jazz Band 
* Tuesdays from 5-7:00pm

** Due to the early dismissal which will occur on Thursdays – the only afternoon class on Thursdays will be BEGINNER BAND from 1-2pm**
BONUS INSTRUCTIONAL DAYS

Clavet


Aberdeen

September 7, 15, 26

September 29
October 18


October 13
November 9, 15, 29

November 1
December 7, 20 (swap day 2)

December 20 (swap day 2)
January 9, 17, 31


January 25
February 14


February 29
March 5, 19


April 2
April 23


May 1
May 15, 24
